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' Danuba-Black Sea Canal ‘
2. "Rumors thest WOI: on the Daaube-Blacic S8ea Canal has stopped seem to be without foundation,.. -

The work is alwaya going on, although ao cne seriously thinks tha%t the Canal will be
open for use by 1955, as stipulated in the construction plen. ‘ \

3. "The Canal route wild be about 70 km long. It crosses the northern Dobruje. in a
. northwest direation, running from the Danube harbor of Cernavoda, along the waterlogged
ks bed of the Oaras, through the small town of Medgidia. After Medgidia the Canal twiats
in & noxthesst direction and cuts eoross rociky ground, Fiaslly, through Leke Sutglol 3ig/, ,é
4% reeghes the Bleok Sea at & point near the small fshing villege of Midia, some
£0 km noath of Constanta,

by "The oxisting harbors and towns on the Canal route, eg Cernavoda, Medgldia and Poarta~=
Alba are to be developed extensively. A new seaport, Capul Midia, 1s to be built at
the Canel's outlet. It 4s said that 4t 1s 10 be larger than the port at Constanta. It
will cover an area of sbout 1,900 acres, Its quey wili be 2,300 feet long. The port
wexrehouses under roof will provide 97,000 sq £t of storage epace. The construction of !
the port is planned in three independent sections, each to be put into use immediately :
upon completion. All the cranes and other transpert and loading instellations are to be
eleatrified. The construction work at Capul Midia is directed by Tralan Noguleacuy & :
young Rumanion engineer who studied in the USSR and returned to Rumanis only three years |

ago /presumably 19507. »

5« "The USSR and the ‘countries of People’s Demccracy® have been sending lerge _quantiticc of
machinery end equipment to the Canal project. Recently [date not specificd/ an enormous i
floating crane, eble to 1lift 50-ton comcrete slebs to a height of 20 meters and to o
trensfer them & distance of 40 meters, arrived from Odessa for the Capul Midia conetmctionl.f
Meany ships, meinly of Polish and Soviet register, call at the port of Constenta. According :
to official versions » they are all bringing construction machines and mterials. According .
to wildespread Constante Tumor, these ships also carry many cargos which have nothing to
do with the. Canal. 25X1 |
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Co 1T is not .oy to obnerve ouperations at the Canal site. .3 *forbidden zone' begins
one km Irom Manain ond stretches all slong the construction arew. To enter this forbidden
zone, a poao Irom the “ecuritatea headguarters in RBucharest is reguired. During the

Internationa!l Youth Congress Eugust 195_3_’_7 many exeursions were orgunized to the Canal.
Foreign youths were even allowed to offer to do voluntary work on the constructione.
These forecigners vere under the impression that they could wender wherever they liked,
with the help of wolite guides vho explained to them the details of the great pro ject.,
In sctuel fact, the 'guides® were security officers, and the foreign youths were led to
three carefully chosen sectors of the Canal.

1e "The totul number of vorkers novw engaged on the Canal construction is about 20,000,
tiearly 13,000 are so-celled ‘administrative' prisoners from Rumanian forced labor camps.
There sre nine such camps along the Canal route. They hold all types of 'political
and economic' offenders, including about 1,000 Rumanian officers and NCOs who fought
on the side of the Axis on the Eastern front during wWorld War II. All nine labor camps
belonging to the Cenal project are administered by Tudor Sepeanu, & high official of
the General Directorate of Prisons, Ministry of Interior.

8. "The construction works are guarded by a strong force of Rumanian security troops under
the command of Lt. Col. .arina Banica. The whole Canal site is divided into four
zones, each communued vy o Securitatea officer:

Car+. [on Georgescu

ILt. oloria Mihalescu
Cauvt, Radu Grancea
Lt. Liviu Borcea

9« '"In the mmall village of Wovodari: 5197 -on the bank of the Canal site, the CP hag estab~
14shed headquarters for its Agitprop office assigned to-conduct the:political education
of the Canal workers. “he otlice is headed by reiru ifjateiescu. It is not at all inter-
ested in the politicnl morale of the prisoners. It operates exclusively among the
free workers. "The iniln purpose of the agitation talks is to persuade those workers
to pledge voluntarily some extra unpaid vork on the construction. The working week

" lasts six full 10-hour days. The agitators aim to make the workers work at least
I - four extre hours on the seventh day.

10 "' n infirmary tor the Canol workers has been establiched in the village of Medgidia,
© Ct ne- only 18 bed. - €as stated above, there are about 20,000 worker: ) - wu is
loczted in the unhealthy, marshy Caras valleye. Sooner eor later 41l the workevs get
malaria, Three doctors are ussigned to this infirmary; one is the offiecial doctor
of the frontier security trwops. They are ailded by five male nurses and one pharmos
ceuticel asslistanta

il, 'Mamsie is the last coastal point which con be reached from Constente without a pass.
. In that pre-world war II resort a holiday center has been orgonized for workers in

the Rumonien oil fields. It 1s well known that to get to stay there, one must be a

high administrative officer, a Party official from the ‘cill valley' or a Stakhanovite

5 5X1 worker.
< .I:lthu streteh of Black fuaz coast near Constanta before World War II. Constunte,
" Tameia and other tovns in that area strike one now as belng dirty and neglected. One

! gets a better impression south of Constanta: the rouds are comparctively good; flover
beds have been arranged here and there; buildings huve been repaired. This was
nrobably due to the International Youth Festival, as summer ¢amps for Communist youthc
were set un in thet nelghborhood. Mamaia itself, in its present charscter, is to be
obliterated. It will be engulfed in the great complex of seaportc to spread from
Constanta to Capul Midile.

Alleged Real Rencon For Canel: Development of Danube Naval Buge
13 "ithe official cxpianation of this enormous Ceonal proJject cites purely economile reczons,
" which are certeinly convinceing, namely:

{&) The new Cunal will shorten the route from the Danube to the Black Sea by at least
250 km.

The Canz) will irrigate the dry ereos of the purt of the Dobruja .shieh belongs to

25X1 ) Ruma:xie;."
25X1
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(c) Through this Conal, ships of the coastal sea treffic will obiainm access to the
Danube River., These ships hove not been able to pass tarough Cernavoda, where
the Bula Canel drains the Danube of about 30% of its waters. Nox have they
been able to enter Sulina, where the water level is too lov.

1. "But another major reason for this proJject is the strategic plan to establish a large
buse on the Danube, between Braila and Hersova, for a flat-bottomed naval river fleet.
25X1 1t is not known | |whether this fleet will operate under Rumsnian or Soviet
commtnd, The latter would be indicated by the fact that the construction of this base
is being directed from Heni which is in Soviet territory,

15. "This river fleet is to have a wide range of operation, extending to the farthest
reaches of ‘the Danubes It is to be composed of flat-bottomed . ‘glider=boats® of Soviet
construction, able to develop & high speed and maneuver quickly. These boats are
adapted to night raids and gtrongly armed. The base is to be protected by a strong
concenpration of antiaircraft artillery and by the so-celled *Antipa knotst, which are
the foviet=-invented provectiion agaeinst paracutists [Eot expl&ineg.7.

1.6, "Construction on this base. 1s still in a preparatory stage. Ships passing that streteh
of the Daaube can observe little of interest. The chief engineer in cherse of the
worko, who has his office in Reni, /Jsic, Ukwsaine, USSRZ/ 1s.a Soviet who until the end of
1952 acted as Soviet adwiser.at .the opmstzuction of the Danube~Black Sea Canal.

47 "Only when Denutien trarfic can be diverted from its present route, Cernavoda-Danube
Estuary, vill it vecome possible to operate this navel river base and to provide suiteble
camouflege for 1t. That is why the construction of the Canal is of strategic importance.

foviet Teconomic Exploitation

JB.| |the *ruthleas
nomic cxp.lroltation’ o elx country by the USSR 1s a fact known to alle This

25X 1exploitetion by no menns cnded with the $300 million in war reperations imposed by
the USGR on Rumenin. The main instruments of Soviet exploitation ere the mixed
Zovict-Rumanian componies (SOVROMS) which control the internal markets of the country
and purchase Rumanian goods for ‘export! to the USSR,

19« "Fourteon such compenies exist in Rumania at present. It is estimated that with their
ngtivity the UB3R has cxtracted some two millisrd dollars from Rumuania to date. '
somo prices pnild by the USSR for Rumanlan exports! arranged through SOVROM companies:

25X1 A gubie moter of timber coot the USSR in September 1953 500 lei, including the
25X1 tronpart to o Soviet ship or Soviet frontier station. Price in Rumania, without
" delivery: 1,900 led.

For one kg of cement the USSR pays 3.5 lei. Market price in Rumania: 20 lei.
Production price: 5 lei.

One kg of' irom scrap sells for 2 led in Rumania. The U'SR buys railway engines fronm
Rumanis a2t o price bascd on the weight of the iron, paying 1/2 leu per kg.

In Constanta no less than 75% of the harbor warechouses are the uvroperty of either
CCVRUMTRANSFORT or SUVRUOMCGNSTKUKCIAWL"

end
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